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MEXICAN  COIN  BOOK  REFLECTS  GROWING  MARKET 


The  second  edition  of  Whitman’s 
Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Coins  is  now  a 
reality  and  is  expected  to  be  eagerly 
sought  by  collectors  as  interest  in  this 
field  becomes  ever  more  intense. 

Actually,  this  is  the  third  edition  of  a 
Whitman  book  devoted  exclusively  to 
the  vast  area  of  Mexican  coinage,  al¬ 
though  the  first  book  (1963)  was  a 
much  shorter  version  covering  only  the 
century  beginning  in  1863.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  need  for  such  a  book,  as  the 
Mexican  series  was  beginning  to  be  more 
fcn  demand,  noticeably  so.  Not  only  had 
Collectors  in  America  become  interested, 
but  numismatists  in  Mexico  were  also 
becoming  very  much  involved. 

That  first  book  was  an  immediate  suc¬ 
cess;  later,  activity  lessened  and  the 
market  became  quiescent.  It  erupted 
with  renewed  vigor  several  years  ago, 
and  in  1969  Whitman  prepared  a  brand 
new  treatment  of  the  subject.  The  new 
catalog  was  expanded  to  include  not 
only  the  coinage  beginning  in  1863,  but 
ALL  issues  of  independent  Mexico  since 
its  freedom  from  Spain.  Coverage  began 
with  the  issues  of  Emperor  Agustin  in 
1822,  continued  into  the  real-escudo 
system  of  the  Republic,  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  decimal  coinage  of  Em¬ 
peror  Maximilian,  finishing  with  the 
remainder  of  the  decimal  series  right  up 
to  the  present.  The  author,  as  with  the 
1963  volume,  was  the  very  capable 
Theodore  V.  Buttrcy. 

The  1969  edition  was  entitled  A 
Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Coins  1822  to 
Date.  Pre-publication  distribution  took 
place  at  that  year’s  Convention  of  Inter¬ 
national  Numismatics  in  Los  Angeles, 
where  it  was  an  immediate  success.  In 
fact,  it  was  so  well  received  that  in  a 
knatter  of  a  few  short  weeks  the  entire 
Fun  was  completely  sold  out! 

After  the  release  of  the  1969  book,  a 
great  deal  of  activity  was  seen  at  every 
major  convention,  and  the  collecting 
of  the  whole  series  of  Mexican  coins 


appeared  to  be  sustained  and  on  the  up¬ 
swing.  Another  revision  seemed  war¬ 
ranted.  Author  Buttrey,  while  gathering 
new  data  for  this  revision,  traveled  to 
Mexico  City  to  visit  one  of  the  most 
well-known  and  knowledgeable  numis¬ 
matists  in  the  field  of  Mexican  coinage, 
Mr.  Clyde  Hubbard.  During  their  meet¬ 
ing  it  was  apparent  Hubbard  had  so 
much  to  offer  that  right  then  and  there 
he  was  asked  and  consented  to  become 
a  co-author  of  this  newly-released  revi¬ 
sion.  This  happy  combination  of  authors 
will  undoubtedly  prove  extremely  benefi¬ 
cial  to  collectors  who  want  the  ultimate 
in  an  authoritative  and  genuinely  useful 
reference. 


With  the  additional  materia]  found 
in  the  Buttrcy-Hubbard  edition,  this 
catalog  can  only  be  described  as  a 
masterful  compilation  of  all  known  dates 
of  coinage,  statistical  information,  and 
background  data,  much  of  which  was 
previously  unpublished.  Illustrations  of 
all  types  and  many  major  varieties 
abound  throughout  and  show  precisely 
what  to  look  for  in  attributing  these 
coins. 

So  extensive  were  the  revisions  and 
so  voluminous  the  new  listings  and  varie¬ 


ties,  that  the  first  edition’s  19-pagc  mint 
checklist  was  dropped  for  lack  of  space. 
Ever  mindful  of  the  needs  of  collectors, 
Whitman  will  make  available  for  only 
25<*  a  copy  of  an  updated  and  revised 
checklist.  Information  pertaining  to 
procurement  of  this  checklist  is  carried 
near  the  back  of  the  book. 

Reflecting  on  the  pricing  structure 
of  the  various  issues,  it  will  be  seen 
in  comparing  the  first  and  second  edi¬ 
tions  that  there  have  been  extensive 
valuation  revisions,  generally  upward, 
for  most  series.  This  is  especially  true 
for  type  coins  of  the  earlier  issues,  and 
even  more  so  for  coins  in  top  condition. 
There  simply  are  not  enough  choice  type 
coins  to  go  around  and  the  demand  is 
reaching  unprecedented  heights.  A  large 
and  well-known  west  coast  firm  is  in  the 
midst  of  holding  a  series  of  fantastic 
auctions  that  include  some  of  the  rarest 
Mexican  coins  (such  as  the  great  rarities 
of  the  early  revolutionary  period  and 
previously  uncataloged  pattern  coins), 
and  record  prices  are  being  set  for  many 
of  these  pieces.  In  fact,  the  results  of 
several  of  these  current  auctions  have 
had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  valuations 
shown  in  the  Buttrey-Hubbard  edition. 
All  in  all,  it  is  expected  that  after  the 
two-year  period  in  which  this  book  has 
been  out  of  print,  the  new  revision  will 
once  more  "go  like  hotcakes”  to  an 
ever  increasing  group  of  enthusiasts. 

Like  its  predecessor,  this  new  revised 
edition  of  the  Mexican  book  gives  a 
brief  history  of  Mexico  and  its  monetary 
history  with  maps,  drawings,  and  chron¬ 
ological  lists.  Information  on  overdates, 
patterns,  and  counterfeits  has  been  up¬ 
dated  and  the  whole  encased  in  a 
brilliant  hard  cover.  Stock  number  is 
9098,  page  count  256  as  before,  and 
the  new  suggested  retail  price  a  modest 
$4.50.  Be  sure  to  order  an  adequate 
supply  of  this  hard-bound  winner  im¬ 
mediately  so  that  you  will  have  it  on 
hand  for  holiday  sales.  ■ 


CHANGES  IN  STORE 
FOR  1972  MERCHANDISER 

Starting  with  the  January  1972  issue 
of  the  Merchandiser,  the  masthead  will 
be  changed  to  read  Whitman  Coin  Sup¬ 
ply  Merchandiser ,  the  name  used  when 
it  was  first  published.  This  will  reflect 
to  a  greater  degree  its  basic  coverage  of 
coin  supply  products  and  give  a  truer 
picture  of  the  contents. 

As  with  every  item  produced  in  our 
industrial  society,  costs  of  publishing  this 
magazine  have  risen  sharply.  In  order  to 
partially  offset  some  of  these  costs  and 
the  heavy  increase  in  postal  rates,  next 
year  we  will  mail  the  Merchandiser 
quarterly  instead  of  bi-monthly. 

To  further  eliminate  unnecessary 
charges,  we  are  asking  you  to  check  the 
address  on  this  copy  of  the  magazine.  If 
corrections  are  required,  please  mail 
them  in  to  the  editor.  If  you  no  longer 
wish  to  receive  it,  please  notify  us. 
Superfluous  mailings  arc  a  cost  burden 
and  should  be  eliminated  as  quickly 
as  possible.  The  new  postal  rates  do  not 
encourage  unnecessary  mailings. 

Cutting  costs  does  NOT  mean  that 
news  coverage  will  also  be  cut.  The 
Merchandiser  will  continue  to  print  arti¬ 
cles  of  numismatic  interest  as  they  relate 
to  Whitman  products.  We  expect  the 
coming  year  to  be  better  than  ever  in 
the  coin  hobby  and  the  Merchandiser 
to  continue  in  its  pattern  of  faithfully 
recording  all  the  “happenings”  at  Whit¬ 
man.  ■ 


R.  S.  YEOMAN  RECEIVES 
AWARDS  AT  A.N.A. 


This  year’s  American  Numismatic 
Association  80th  anniversary’  annual 
convention  in  Washington,  D.C.  was 
considered  the  biggest,  busiest,  and  best 


convention  in  the  history  of  the  as¬ 
sociation,  in  fact,  bursting  at  the  scams 
with  people  and  activity.  Attendance  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  10,500  mark,  breaking  all 
records,  Treasury  officials  were  present, 
and  the  Mint  officially  participated  in 
the  annual  event  for  the  first  time  with 
an  elaborate  exhibit.  Sales  in  the  bourse 
were  unexpectedly  high,  and  many  nu¬ 
mismatic  clubs  held  their  annual  meet¬ 
ings  during  the  convention. 


The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  was 
one  of  these,  and  at  the  annual  affair,- 
attended  by  many  well-known  numis¬ 
matic  writers,  R.  S.  Yeoman,  author  of 
the  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins, 
A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins, 
and  several  world  coin  catalogs,  received 
a  pleasant  surprise  when  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  ring  bearing  a  gold  minia¬ 
ture  of  the  Guide  Book  to  commemorate 
his  many  years  as  a  leading  figure  in 
numismatics. 

Dick  was  also  specially  honored  at  the 
awards  session  of  the  A.N.A.  when  he 
received  a  special  citation  in  the  form 
of  an  official  A.N.A.  resolution.  It  was 
read  by  President  Herbert  M.  Bergen: 

“WHEREAS,  few  men  have  so  dedi¬ 
cated  their  lives  to  the  advancement 
of  numismatics,  and,  that  Richard  S. 
Yeoman  has  so  influenced  this  hobby 
that  it  is  now  the  nation’s  most  popular 
avocation,  and 

“ WHEREAS ,  his  Guidebook  of 
United  States  Coins,  widely  referred  to 
as  the  “biblc”  of  the  hobby,  and  listed 
among  the  ten  best  sellers  of  all  non¬ 
fiction  published  in  the  United  States, 
is  now  observing  its  Silver  Anniversary 
edition,  and 

“WHEREAS,  through  his  endeavors 
he  has  done  more  than  any  other  person 
to  bring  about  mutual  trust  and  under¬ 
standing  between  dealer  and  collector. 

“THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
that  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Numismatic  Association,  through 
unanimous  vote,  express  its  appreciation 
and  extend  its  congratulations  to  this 
most  illustrious  member.” 

With  which  we  heartily  agree!  ■ 


WAGE-PRICE  FREEZE 
IN  OPERATION 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Merchandist 
we  stated  that  several  price  raises  woul 
take  effect,  probably  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  One  of  them  was  for  the  book¬ 
let  Let's  Collect  Coins. 

Since  that  time  it  has  been  agreed 
that  during  the  price  freeze  Western 
Publishing  Company  will  not  change 
the  wholesale  price  of  this  book,  despite 
the  fact  that  higher  manufacturing  costs 
warrant  it.  The  anticipated  new  cover 
price  of  75^  has  already  been  printed  on 
these  books,  but  Government  rulings  in¬ 
dicate  that  they  must  be  sold  for  no 
more  than  the  pre-frceze  suggested  retail 
price  of  50^.  We  recommend  that  your 
selling  price  be  no  higher  than  that 
charged  for  the  previous  edition. 

Stock  Nos.  9382  and  9855.  Basic 
Check  List  and  Record  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  arc  another  item  that  will 
remain  at  its  pre-freeze  price,  as  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  the  Merchandiser. 
Suggested  retail  is  still  29<f. 

Blister-packed  2 "  x  2"  plastic  coin 
holders,  Nos.  9756-9761,  cent  through 
dollar,  will  also  retain  their  pre-freeze 
price,  and  a  scheduled  price  raise  will 
not  take  effect  at  this  time. 

New  prices  for  the  products  listed 
above  will  probably  take  effect  abou^ 
December  1  of  this  year.  " 


CRAIG  BOOK 
SOON  TO  BE  RELEASED 

The  long-awaited  second  edition  of 
William  D.  Craig’s  standard  reference, 
Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850,  is  firmly 
scheduled  for  release  in  December. 


Many  months  of  preparation  have  gone 
into  the  production  of  this  volume,  and 
it  has  been  eagerly  anticipated  by  the 


collecting  fraternity  throughout  the 
world.  One  reason  for  such  an  un¬ 
usually  high  degree  of  anticipation  was 
the  enthusiastic  acceptance  of  the  first 
dition.  Now  out  of  print  for  over  a 
year,  the  unique  first  edition  was  un¬ 
precedented  in  its  scope  and  cffective- 
r.ess  in  cataloging  issues  of  world  coinage 
for  an  extremely  complex  era.  The  need 
for  such  a  book  had  been  most  urgent, 
as  the  popular  Modern  World  Coins 
catalog  went  back  only  to  1850.  No 
single  catalog  had  presented  an  ade¬ 
quate  coverage  of  issues  prior  to  that 
in  a  manner  that  would  encourage  col¬ 
lectors  to  enter  the  field.  This  was  the 
huge  void  the  Craig  catalog  filled. 

The  first  edition  of  this  monumental 
work  was  published  in  1966  and  ac¬ 
claimed  by  the  numismatic  world  as  a 
pioneering  feat  almost  unparalleled  in 
the  hobby.  Tn  one  volume,  researcher- 


author  Craig  had  taken  a  difficult  cen¬ 
tury  of  world  coinage  and  arranged  it 
in  catalog  format  similar  to  that  of  the 
popular  catalogs  Modern  World  Coins 
and  Current  Coins  of  the  World.  This 
convenient  and  easy-to-use  format  con¬ 
sists  of  a  chronological  listing  of  all  is¬ 
sues,  their  inclusive  dates,  metals  and 
denominations,  and  a  catalog  number 
and  valuation  for  each  piece.  Craig’s 
job  was  a  formidable  one,  as  many  of 
the  areas  had  never  been  cataloged 
in  this  manner.  With  a  great  deal 
of  perseverance,  combined  with  vast 
general  knowledge  and  top  reference 
sources,  Craig  produced  a  book  that 
today  is  recognized  as  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  hobby. 

In  every  major  volume  on  previously 
uncataloged  areas  of  numismatics,  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  of  errors  and  omissions 
are  bound  to  be  discovered  long  after 
the  book  is  released  and  in  use.  So  it 
was  with  Craig’s  book.  He  himself  lo¬ 
cated  many  items  that  required  chang¬ 
ing,  and  started  compiling  lists  of  coins 
to  be  incorporated  or  deleted,  new 
illustrations  of  important  pieces,  revised 
charts,  and  the  like.  As  was  expected, 


interested  and  knowledgeable  friends 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  sent  in  sug¬ 
gestions  and  material  to  help  in  a  future 
revision.  It  became  apparent  that  there 
would  be  so  much  rearranging  and  re¬ 
working  to  do  on  a  revised  edition  that 
an  entirely  new  format  would  be  neces¬ 
sary',  one  that  would  provide  more  lin¬ 
ear  inches  and  permit  spacing  between 
countries  for  additional  notations  to  be 
made.  Such  a  format  was  devised  and 
incorporated  in  the  new  edition;  it 
consists  of  a  much  larger  page  size  that 
accommodates  three  columns  of  coinage 
listings. 

Another  major  change  in  the  second 
edition  is  that  all  countries  are  now  listed 
in  alphabetic  sequence.  No  longer  are 
two  areas — the  Western  World  and  the 
Africa-Asia  sections — cataloged  sepa¬ 
rately.  The  change  to  a  completely  al¬ 
phabetic  order  came  about  as  a  direct 
result  of  suggestions  and  conversations 
with  many  leading  world  coin  collectors 
and  dealers,  who  felt  that  the  catalog 
would  be  more  functional  and  a  great 
deal  easier  to  use  if  the  “two-area”  con¬ 
cept  were  abandoned. 

Yet  another  new  feature  (and  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  one)  is  the  addition 
of  condition  grades.  These  indicate  as 
closely  as  possible  the  conditions  most 
commonly  found  in  the  various  issues. 
No  general  rules  were  applied,  and  each 
issue  was  considered  separately.  This  re¬ 
sulted  in  considerable  variance  in  the 
grades,  from  Fair  to  Extremely  Fine. 

As  for  the  author  himself,  Craig  is 
an  attorney  by  profession.  Long  a  spe¬ 
cialist  in  the  intricate  issues  of  the  early 
German  states,  in  1954  he  authored  his 
Germanic  Coinages,  the  single  compre¬ 
hensive  reference  in  its  field.  While  he 
was  compiling  material  for  the  first 
edition  of  Coins  of  the  World  1750- 
1850,  he  lived  in  the  United  States. 
About  three  years  ago  he  moved  to 
Australia,  where  he  is  still  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  numismatic  research.  Much  of 
the  work  for  the  second  edition  was 
done  there. 

The  new  Coins  of  the  World  1750- 
1850  is  a  large  7 x  10-J4"  hard¬ 
bound  book,  with  a  brand  new,  exciting 
dust  jacket;  in  the  larger  format  it  con¬ 
tains  448  pages.  All  of  the  information 
and  illustrations  found  in  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  arc  included  in  the  new  catalog, 
but  to  these  have  been  added  hundreds 
of  new  listings  and  photos,  as  well  as 
all  current  valuations.  Many  panelists 
were  consulted  to  be  sure  of  accurate 
current  retail  values  for  all  listings. 
Stock  number  is  9363,  and  the  new  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  is  only  $10,  making 
it  one  of  the  best  numismatic  bargains 
of  the  century.  Be  sure  to  order  an  ade¬ 
quate  supply  of  this  Whitman  classic, 
as  it  is  an  item  you  will  not  be  able  to 
keep  on  your  shelves  very  long.  ■ 


NEW  UPDATED  EDITION  OF 
WHITMAN  294  CHECK  LIST 


Once  again  this  popular  Whitman 
item  has  lx-cn  revised  and  updated.  This 
brand  new  edition  lists  every  regular 
U.S.  coin  from  1793  to  the  present,  with 
space  for  future  emissions.  Proof  sets  are 
also  included  and  important  major  vari¬ 
eties  listed,  along  with  official  coinage 
records  for  every  date  and  mint.  Six  con¬ 
dition  columns  give  collectors  space  to 
record  every  coin  owned,  and  a  brand- 
new  stiff  cover  contains  all  64  pages  in 
a  handy  3"  x  4’//'  pocket-fitting  size. 

There  are  millions  of  coin  collectors, 
and  the  majority  of  them  like  to  keep  a 
record  of  their  collections.  New  col¬ 
lectors  are  eager  to  have  a  record  of 
their  coins  at  their  finger  tips  and  estab¬ 
lished  users  are  more  than  willing  to 
purchase  a  new  and  updated  edition. 
The  ideal  choice  for  every  coin  collector 
is  the  Whitman  Basic  Check  List  and 
Record  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  It 
is  handy  and  durable,  contains  all  nec¬ 
essary  information  in  a  wcll-organizod 
and  straightforward  manner,  and  is  un¬ 
believably  inexpensive. 

The  Basic  Check  List  may  lx*  ordered 
in  bulk,  No.  9382.  and  in  a  handy  hang¬ 
ing  Bubble  Pak,  No.  9855,  each  packed 
in  dozens.  They  arc  an  essential  tool  of 
every  coin  collector  and  should  be  well 
displayed  and  available  at  all  times. 


BASIC 

CHECK  LIST 
RECORD  BOOK 

of  United  States  Coins 


While  the  price-wage  freeze  applies,  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  is  29<*.  Both  retail  and 
wholesale  prices  will  probably  be  raised 
with  the  revision  or  lifting  of  the  freeze. 
While  the  old  prices  are  still  in  force, 
this  would  be  an  excellent  time  to  place 
your  order  for  the  coming  holiday 
months.  ■ 


LET’S  COLLECT  COINS 
UPDATED  AND  REVISED 


Once  again  we  have  updated  and  re¬ 
vised  this  popular  paperback.  Let's  Col¬ 
lect  Coins  is  the  perfect  introduction  to 
coin  collecting  and  has  been  a  popular 
item  since  its  inception.  Sales  of  this 
book  remain  steady  and  invariably  lead 
to  purchases  of  the  other  two  very  pop¬ 
ular  Whitman  coin  catalogs,  the  Hand¬ 
book  of  United  States  Coins  and  the 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 


In  this  handy  booklet  the  new  col¬ 
lector  is  introduced  to  every  phase  of 
coin  collecting  and  its  accompanying 
pleasures  and  benefits.  A  history  of  the 
hobby  is  given  and  Whitman  coin  sup¬ 
ply  products  arc  recommended  through¬ 
out. 

Other  chapters  in  the  book  describe 
how  to  start  a  collection,  the  history 
of  coining  money,  buying,  selling,  and 
grading  of  coins,  and  coin  preservation 
and  cleaning.  The  book  is  fully  illus¬ 
trated  and  carries  a  concise  catalog  of 
premium  values.  A  glossary'  of  numis¬ 
matic  terms  is  included. 

The  text  and  all  coin  prices  have  been 
completely  revised  and  updated,  as  has 
the  stifT  paper  cover,  which  now  has  a 
sparkling  bright,  eye-catching  design. 

This  is  a  handy  inexpensive  book  that 
carries  a  big  punch.  It  contains  a  great 
deal  of  information;  the  new  cover  is 
extremely  attractive  and  certain  to  in¬ 
duce  sales.  All  information  necessary’  for 
the  beginning  collector  is  here. 

It  would  be  a  delightful  gift  for  the 
boy  or  girl  starting  to  collect. 

Stock  number  of  this  64-page  booklet 
is  9380,  packed  in  dozens.  Be  sure  to 
send  in  your  order  now.  ■ 


COIN  SUPPLY  SALES 
SHOW  EXCELLENT  GROWTH 

Throughout  the  past  year  we  have 
been  encouraged  by  the  very  noticeable 
growth  in  the  volume  of  coin  supply- 
sales  in  trade  areas  where  Whitman 
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stamp  supply  lines  and  to  assist  you  in  merchandising 
our  products. 

Whitman  coin  and  stamp  supplies  are  available 
through  special  jobbers  conveniently  located  in  every 
trade  area  Names  of  jobbers  in  your  locality  will  be 
sent  upon  request 


FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 


products  are  well  represented.  W’e  have 
also  noticed  that  there  are  a  Lw  areas 
where  sales  are  not  up  to  expectations 
as  a  result  of  insufficient  coverage. 

In  an  attempt  to  remedy  this  situa¬ 
tion,  the  following  ad  will  soon  appear 
in  the  leading  coin  publications  as  a 
means  of  stimulating  new  interest  in 
providing  full  coverage  for  Whitman 
coin  products  in  all  sections  of  the 
country. 

If  interested,  we  suggest  you  request 
further  information  about  distributors 
in  your  locale. 


C9IN  DEALERS— W  hitman 
coin  books  and  supplies  can  add 
profitable  dollars  to  your  sales. 
If  this  full  line  of  the  world’s  best 
selling  coin  supplies  is  not  readily 
available,  please  write  for  infor¬ 
mation  about  distributors  in  your 
area. 

WHOLESALERS— There  are 
openings  in  a  limited  number  of 
districts  not  now  fully  covered  by- 
Whitman  wholesale  distributors. 
If  you  would  like  to  expand  your 
business  by  becoming  a  Whitman 
coin  supply-  distributor  for  your 
area,  please  send  a  resume  of  your 
qualifications  and  ask  for  infor¬ 
mation  about  torritoiry  and  terms. 
For  further  details  contact: 

Jerry  Huebner 
Whitman  Coin  Sales  Dept. 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
Tel.  (Area  414  )  633-2431 


